Martial Surcottes of the 14thc

in England and France

Taught by Tasha Dandelion Kelly/Marcele de Montsegur




Before we start...

* This class has an Anglo-French focus.

* I consulted sculptural, incised, and painted
imagery.

» Terminology: “surcotte” is the default,
generic term | will be using.

- Other terms like jupon and pourpoint will show up
too.

This class focuses on English and French styles. Somewhat different styles were
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focus on the Anglérench cultures. | created this class using manuscript

illuminations, sculptural imagery, and incised slabs/brass imagery, though | also

consulted documentation on two extasurcottes the Edward of Woodstock

pourpointand the Charles \flourpoint Terminology for martiadurcottesis varied
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will mention when other terms exist to describe a particular style.



What fabrics made up a martial
surcotte in the 14™ century?

» Likely the Big Three: Linen, Wool, and Silk,
plus:

— Cotton and linen tow for padded surcottes.

- Velvet (made from silk or a mix of silk and
linen), embroidery, metal thread couching,
fringe .
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Charles Vibourpointboth have linen linings, as does the rorartial pourpoint

attributed to Charles de Blois. All three have silk as their outer fabric and are stuffed

with cotton tow. Wool wasubiquitousin the 14thc,and was probably the most

common fabric used in clothing of all kinds. The less wealthy men of arms would

probably have had wodaurcottesto wear, not silk.



What was the average knight
wearing under the surcotte around
13007

+ Next to his skin: shirt (optional), braies, hosen, aketon

* Armour: Helm, coat of plates, head-to-toe mail, padded
cuisses (optional), plate knee cops, belt(s), shoes/boots,
aillettes

+ Top layer: Surcotte, belt for surcotte, belt for sword
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probably wearingvhen fully dressed for a fight. Tlaetonwas a padded, quilted

garment worn undearmouras another layer of protection. The term is presumed to
descend from the Arabic term for cotton: -glitun. Ailleteswere stiff boards, usually

in a rectangle shape, worn on the shoulders. Scholars believe they served the role of
protecting the shoulders and neck from blows or perhaps as decorative elements or a
form of heraldic identification.



With all that armour, why was a
surcotte worn too?

Slight protection from attack - the long, full skirt could
diminish force, tangle weapons, and obscure targeting.

Identification - a great place for heraldry.

Warmth - France and England weren’t warm for most of
the year.

Protection of armour from elements - a little less rain on
the body and leg armour, a little less dirt, mud... and
blood.




Characteristics of the long, sleeveless
surcotte of the early 14thc :

Simple curved neckline

Large, sleeveless armholes
Fullness of the torso and skirt
Hem length - mid-to-upper calf

Slits in skirt, front and back, for riding a horse, running,
wide-legged stance

Roman de Thebes, France, 1330




Note the slits in the front of these garments. Bhe R2y Q4 | f gl €& | LILISI |

than midthigh. On the right, the slit looks to be on the side of the garment, but |
wonder if this is actually an artistic tweak in order to show the back slit and the flow

of the fabric on the far side of this figure.



